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Much of the U.K. coastline and near inshore waters are in a poor ecological state.  Habitat losses, 

over-exploitation, and poor water quality limits the ability of these habitats to provide valuable 

ecosystem services.  It is known that an inter-connected mosaic of habitats (a "seascape") can 

promote resistance and resilience to environmental pressures.  A healthy seascape should provide 

better carbon storage, sea defence, fisheries and water quality for human society to enjoy.  Often 

conservation efforts focus on restoring habitats back to historical reference conditions, but the impact 

of climate change, shifts in species distributions, and the presence of new and non-native species 

challenges these efforts.  The UK Government and devolved administrations have recognised that 

seascape scale restoration is desirable, and natural capital approaches are being promoted.  This 

presentation will focus on some of the science gaps that need to be addressed to meet these aims.   
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