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Coastal research is at its best when there are clear-sighted objectives for its practical application. It 

can both guide and be guided by the needs and interests of the community of practitioners managing 

the coast, so how is this happening now and what might those future needs and interests be? The 

quality of data to inform flood and erosion risk management has never been better and the tools for 

its processing, sharing and analysis grow continuously more advanced. How can we best translate 

the wealth of evidence into something that partners, stakeholders, citizens and policy-makers can 

use to help people and nature adapt and thrive at the coast in a changing climate? Recent updates 

to the Environment Agency’s coastal risk evidence and the work we do in partnership to plan and 

trial adaptive and nature-based approaches to managing risk serve as platforms to explore these 

questions. In doing so, we can consider ways to extend the reach of coastal research to influence 

place-shaping and environmental management in practice.    
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