
 

 

 

Virtual Exhibits  

In the light of the ongoing challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
National Oceanography Centre (NOC) has taken the decision to deliver this year’s 
event as an online conference and exhibition. The approach has been strongly 
supported by the industry and academic advisors who sit on the event delivery 
committee. 
  
MATS 2020 will still feature high quality presentations from key figures in the marine 
technology sector, as well as industry exhibitors, and those crucial networking 
opportunities that delegate’s value. Our expert session chairs have already been 
confirmed and we will be announcing the keynotes and registration details in the 
coming weeks. 
 
We are pleased to announce we will be using the VFairs (https://www.vfairs.com) 

platform to host this year’s event, over the past few weeks we have looked at many 

platforms and the chosen one offers some of the best functionality for both the 

conference and the exhibitors. 

How will this work. 

We will have virtual exhibit hall available for conference participants to visit 

throughout the event in real time as you would on a live event, they can also visit 

your exhibit on demand when the event closes each day and for the following 30 

days. At the live event, you will be able to provide members of your team who can 

interact with participants in three ways, via online chat, phone call or video call. You 

will also have the ability to add timed “meeting” slots which participants can advance 

book. The conference programme will allow opportunities for delegates to network 

and visit the exhibits across the three live days. 

Below are some examples of how the exhibit hall may look, the final look is currently 

being designed. 

https://www.noc.ac.uk/news/marine-science-technology-industry-experts-line-host-sessions-nocs-marine-autonomy-technology
https://www.vfairs.com/


 

 

 

Below is an example of an exhibitor, there are eight booth exhibits formats available. 

You, the exhibitor, have the control to manage the booth design and content loading. 

Members of the Vfairs and NOC Events team will be on hand to assist where 



 

needed. You have the flexibility to change / update your information up to the event 

live days. 

You can add PDF versions of brochures, specification sheets etc. to the exhibit. 

Visitors can then add these to their “Swag Bag” as with a real event, at the end of the 

event they can view these online or simply email themselves the information they 

have collected. 

How does this system of exhibiting differ from a live show? 

The obvious difference is that it will not be face to face, however the benefit of virtual 

exhibits is that there is a raft of analytical information available to you post event, 

showing you not only who you engaged with but also those who viewed your exhibit 

and downloaded your information. The details of this information will only be shared 

with you and no other exhibitors; you will have access to this information for 30 days 

after the event. As below  

:  

What do I need to do next? 

There will now only be one booth price for MATS 2020, which is £480.00, including 

VAT, to register and make a payment please visit https://noc-events.co.uk/mats-

2020-virtual-exhibitor-registration  

Once you have confirmed and paid for your exhibit we will send you a booth set up 

manual. NOC Events will pass the details of your designated exhibitor team to 

VFairs, who will then contact them to get your exhibit started. 

 

https://noc-events.co.uk/mats-2020-virtual-exhibitor-registration
https://noc-events.co.uk/mats-2020-virtual-exhibitor-registration


 

Can I promote my company in other ways? 

One of the novel features of virtual platforms is the ability to use the technology to 

raise additional awareness of exhibitors, we have therefore added a virtual 

scavenger hunt and an engagement leader board to the event, this will encourage 

delegates to visit all areas and collect points for participating. As exhibitors you are 

able to provide “Gifts / Prizes” to be involved in this. 

Engagement Leader Board 

To participate in this competition you provide a prize or gift similar to the traditional 

business card draws, there are three top places and the participants who engage the 

most with the areas of the event will be crowned the winner.  The award is your prize 

or gift. Please note there are only three places available and the prizes must be 

minimum £10.00 in value to book your place for this please email 

NOCevents@noc.ac.uk  

Scavenger Hunt Collections 

Throughout the event, we will be placing 10 random images across the event. Your 

company are able to purchase one of these images, which participants have to 

collect throughout the event. The information of who has viewed your image will then 

be available to you to contact and reward them with a prize of your choice (this could 

be used for giveaway items, which you can then post to the winners). Spaces are 

limited to 10 and are priced at £190.00 per space. To book your space please email 

NOCevents@noc.ac.uk  

mailto:NOCevents@noc.ac.uk
mailto:NOCevents@noc.ac.uk

